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Moscow is located on Maryland Route 946 approximately one mile north of Barton. The architecture of Moscow 1s
characterized by vernacular-styled frame dwellings. Many vernacular styled buildings within the survey district,
particularly on the western side of Route 936, are typical saltbox houses, a style which is common to the mining
region.

The Coal Basin Historic Sites Survey conducted in the late 1970s identified similar coal towns in the region. The
town of Moscow has undergone consistent alterations to its buildings in the application of synthetic siding, removal of
original chimneys and additions of new chimneys and porches and replacement windows. The mtegrity of the town
has been reduced by these alterations. In comparison to other mining towns like Mt. Savage, Moscow does not
possess sufficient integrity to be eligible as a historic district for the National Register.
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Moscow Survey District is located on Maryland Route 946 approximately
one mile north of Barton. The architecture of the Moscow Survey District
is characterized by vernacular-styled frame dwellings. Many vernacular
styled buildings within the survey district, particularly on the western
side of Route 936, are typical saltbox houses, a style which is common
to the mining region.

Moscow is one of three towns founded by William Shaw, Jr., and his son
A.B. Shaw. The Shaws' motives were simply to provide building lots for
miners employed at the many mines surrounding the Shaw estate.
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Moscow Survey District is located on Maryland Route 936 approximately
one mile north of Barton, Maryland Route 936 and the C&P Railroad run
parallel North to South:through the town. The terrain of the survey district
is mostly flat.

The architecture of the Moscow Survey District is characterized by
vernacular-styled frame dwellings. Many buildings within the district
are typical 2 story, 3 bay by 1 bay structures which are either rectangular
or based on the ell plan. The buildings generally rest on stone foundations
and have gabled roofs, An example is #31 on the attached map. One such
building in Moscow, the Patterson Frame House (AL-VI-C-183, Map #21) exhibits
a Victorian influence in its finely detailed jigsawn bracketing. Many
vernacular styled buildings within the survey district, particularly on
the western side of Rt 936, are typical saltbox houses, a style which is
common to the mining region. The single family or duplex buildings rest
on stone foundations and have gabled roofs. Shed-roofed additons added
to their rear elevations give the saltbox shape. Examples are #13 on the
attached map and AL-VI-C-181 (Map#60). Several buildings in Moscow are
typical duplex "block" structures. The 2 story, 4 bay by 2 bay buildings
rest on stone foundations and have gabled roofs. An example is #19 on
the attached map. An unusual block house, #18 on the attached map has a
hipped roof and two tiered porches located on the corners of the facade.

A single example of Bungalow architecture, #36 on the attached map is
a typical 1% story, 3 bay structure with a gently gabled roof. The gabled
dormer and simple bracketing of the building are common to the style.
Shw's Garage, Map#29, is an example of early 20th century roadside architecture.
The frame building is sheathed in stucco and has a hipped roof extended
over the service area supported by wooden posts.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Moscow is one of three towns founded by William Shaw, Jr.and his
son A.B. Shaw. The elder Shaw laid out the towns of Barton and Pekin on
the northern and southern ends of his estate during the early 1850's. His
heir A.B. Shaw laid out the town of Moscow circa 1868 in the center of the
estate. The Shaws' motives were simply to provide building lots for miners
employed at the many mines surrounding the Shaw estate.

Like other towns in the mining region developed during the mid-19th
century Moscow grew rapidly. Its population in 1880 was 264.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines April 1982
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
2] State Circle, Shaw House (301) 269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Footnotes

lThomas Scharf, The History of Western Maryland, Vol. II, Philadelphia:
Louis H. Everts, 1882, pp. 1466-1467.

2Katherine Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners, Life and Labor in the Maryland
Mining Region, 1835-1910, Ithica: Cornell University Press, 1969, p. 77

31bid., p. 84
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David Dorsey 10/81

photo #1, looking noxtheast
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pPhoto #2, looking east
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photo #3, looking nertheast
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David A. Dorsey 10/81
photo #4, looking northeast
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photo #5, looking southeast
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photo #6, looking west
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